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Designing Your  New Hom e

Congr atu lat i ons!

Designing and bui lding a custom home is one of l i fe's 
great accomplishments and something that most 
people only do once in their  l i fetime, i f  at al l . Because 
of this, most people have a lot of questions and are 
unsure of where to star t. We'l l  take a look at the f ive 
most impor tant things to consider  when star ting your  
design journey.

1. Locat ion

What is the most impor tant factor  when buying 
or  sel l ing a home? According to most r eal 
estate professionals i t 's location, location, 
location!!!

Perhaps you'r e happy w ith your  cur rent 
home but just not loving the neighborhood. 
The problem w ith that is, you can't r enovate 
or  bui ld an addition that w i l l  make up for  a 
less than ideal location. Even tear ing dow n your  
home and star ting over  can't f ix a bad commute to 
work or  unfr iendly neighbors.

That's why location may be the most 
impor tant factor  to consider  when 

deciding to design and bui ld a new  
home for  your  fami ly.

When making location your  top pr ior i ty you 
may be l imited in what you can bui ld. Perhaps there 
are no empty lots avai lable for  new  construction. You 
might have to consider  r enovating an existing home, 
or  tear ing i t dow n and bui lding an inf i l l . What ever  
you choose, make sure the location is where you want 
to be.

2 . Sear ch your  soul

Look deep to discover  what tr uly makes you happy in 
your  home. Ask yourself  a few  questions.

How  do you want to l ive and feel in your  new  home?

What do you need to see (or  hear  from fr iends and 
family) to know  that your  dream home has been 
achieved?

How  do you want your  home to r ef lect who you are?

Descr ibe an average day in the l i fe of your  ideal home, 
and then examine some of the most impor tant days of 
the year. How  w i l l  your  home accommodate your  
fami ly on a dai ly basis and also on special occasions?

Determining not only your  needs but your  wants and 
desir es can be a long and di f f icult process for  some 
people. I t 's impor tant to set some parameter s for  your  
new  design. You want to get i t just r ight - i f  you don't, 
you may have regrets for  as long as you l ive in your  
less-than-per fect home.
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3. Budget

One of the f i r st questions most people ask their  
designer  is, "how  much w i l l  this house cost to bui ld?" 
Unfor tunately, ear ly in the design process, i ts often 
di f f icult to get an accurate number. Bui lder s and 
contractor s are the exper ts when i t comes to pr icing 
but they r ely on detai led draw ings to give an 
exact cost. With only prel iminar y sketches 
in hand, the best you can usually get is a 
ballpark f igure.

So how  can you nar row  dow n a general pr ice per  
square foot estimate?

Take a look at the complexi ty of the home. Does i t have 
a complicated roofl ine? Are there lots of jogs and 
corners? Does i t have a lot of exter ior  doors and 
w indows? Simple homes cost less than more elaborate 
ones.

Another  budget factor  to consider  is appliances. Some 
cl ients may spend $25K on a single high end range, 
whi le other  cl ients may spend less than that on their  
enti r e appliance package. 

Don't forget about your  outdoor  spaces. Just because 
you want a smaller  home doesn't mean i t w i l l  be less 
expensive than a larger  one. I f  you've got a 

w rap-around porch, a large deck or  patio, 
a screened room, long dr iveway and 

landscaping or  water  features, you could be 
spending as much as someone bui lding a home 

that's tw ice as big but w ithout al l  the exter ior  
amenities.

One way to get a better  prel iminar y estimate from 
your  contractor  is to be prepared w ith a detai led 
design br ief. Prel iminar y sketches combined w ith a 
r epor t that outl ines what you are tr ying to achieve in 
your  design can help r educe budget concerns later  in 
the design process.

ar tKtecture fol lows a four  stage design process which 
begins w ith an in-depth design and options r eview  
and development of a per sonalized Blueprint For 
Design r epor t. The design br ief created in stage one 
guides you through the r est of the design phase and 
helps you get the budget r ight.

Fur ther  into the design development we use advanced 
visualization techniques including ar tistic and 
photo-realistic images, f ly-by and walk-through 
animations, and vir tual r eal i ty tour s. These help you 
to make informed decisions that may affect your  
budget. They also help communicate your  ideas to 
your  contractor  - the better  the information they have, 
the more accurate their  estimate w i l l  be.

$keep your  
eye on the 

m oney

DREAM HOME COST ESTIMATOR
SIZE IN SQ FT $200/SQ FT $300/SQ FT $400 SQ/FT

3000 $600,000 $900,000 $1,200,000

4000 $800,000 $1,200,000 $1,600,000

5000 $1,000,000 $1,500,000 $2,000,000

BMW 5 SERIES BMW 7 SERIES BMW M SERIES
Relate these cost 
comparisons to the 
quality benchmarks 
of a fine automobile.

These cost estimates are for illustration purposes only.



4. Find a Designer

Hir ing a designer  is one of the 
most impor tant steps in the design 
process.

You'l l  need to f ind someone w ith 
the r ight per sonali ty that can 
col laborate w ith you and guide 
your  design w ithout for cing their  
ideas into i t.

You'l l  need to f ind someone who 
can understand your  needs as well  
as your  wants, dreams and desir es.

Ask your  designer  what their  
process is for  helping you 
determine the design parameter s 
for  your  new  home. If  they don't 
have a defined process then your  
design may not r each i t 's ful l  
potential.

Communication is paramount. The 
language of design is sometimes 
di f f icult for  home ow ners to 
understand, and even some 
designers have trouble conveying 
their  ideas.

Ask your  designer  what methods 
they use to communicate your  
design. Some only offer  blackl ine 
sketches and f loorplan brochures, 
whi le others may offer  l imited 3D 
sketches or  charge a fee for  ever y 
color  r ender ing that you want to 
see.

ar tKtecture believes that ever y 
cl ient needs to ful ly understand 
their  design and this is the focus of 
our  design process. Our  premier  
ser vice provides vir tual ly 
unl imited ar tistic and photo 
r eal istic r ender ings, f ly-by and 
walk-through animations, and 
vir tual r eal i ty tour s to make sure 
you completely understand your  
design.

Don't wonder  
what the largest 
investment of 

your  l i fe might 
be l ike...

Know  for  sure by 
exper iencing 

your  home w ith 
vir tual r eal i ty 

befor e you bui ld.

Anyone can design a home, but 
not ever yone can 

communicate that design.

Here are some questions to ask 
your  designer.

1. How  w i l l  you understand 
my requir ements?

2. What is the best way to 
convey my ideas to you?

3. How  does your  design 
process work?

4. How  w i l l  you communicate 
the design to me?

5. Wil l  I  be working dir ectly 
w ith you or  w ith w ith an 
associate?

6. What can I do to achieve 
the best design possible?

Photo-realistic images are included 
w ith ever y ar tKtecture design

Color  r ender ings and f ly-by videos 
are included for  al l  of our  cl ients.



5. Assess your  design r eadiness

The fol low ing exercise w i l l  help you determine where you are in the 
design process and i f  you'r e r eady to f ind a designer  for  your  project.

Answer

1 = I 'm not sure                                                                             10 = I 'm ver y sure

Quest ion

How  clear  are you on exactly what 
you need and want in your  design?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How  aware are you of al l  the options 
that your  bui lding si te al lows?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How  aware are you of di f ferent 
bui lding methods avai lable?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How  confident are you that your  
budget w i l l  achieve your  dreams?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How  clear  are you on the codes and 
bylaws that w i l l  affect your  design?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How  sure are you that your  project 
w i l l  go ahead?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

<30 Research phase - You are sti l l  col lecting 
information and looking at options.

Deter m ine your  cour se of  act i onCalcu late your  r esu l t s

Keep at i t! Or , give us a cal l  for  a fr ee, no obligation 15 
minute question and answer  session over  the phone.

If  you'r e r eady to move for ward w ith your  project,   
please consider  ar tKtecture and give us a cal l .

Send us an emai l and request your  fr ee, no obligation 
introductor y package. I t 's packed ful l  of useful 
information that outl ines our  process and ser vices we 
offer , including our  amazing vir tual r eal i ty tour s.

45+ Design Review  phase - I t looks l ike you'r e r eady to 
f ind a designer  and begin the process.

31-44 Analysis phase - You've col lected a lot of 
information but sti l l  have some questions. You'r e 
pretty sure that your  project is going to go ahead 
but you don't know  what the next step should be.

For  more information on ar tKtecture's 
premier  ser vice including our  per sonalized 
design and options r eview , please get in touch 
w ith us. We'd love to hear  from you.

Phone : (780) 893-9105

Emai l : kel ly@ar tKtecture.ca

w w w.ar tKtecture.ca
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